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Gerhard Mackenroth’s Population Theory (3)
Yuichi MINAKAWA

(Continued from No. 86)

In the fifth chapter the principles and some remarks of Mackenrotl’s population theory
will be reviewed in the sociological and demographic contexts. The main work here is
to discuss Mackenroth’s sociology of Awusdrucksverstehienn which constitutes the basic frame
of reference of his population theory.

In his theory of Ausdrucksverstehien Mackenroth laid emphasis on the following three
points: 1. Sinnverslehen of social phenomena; 2. the grasp of the irrational side of
meaning; 3. the grasp of meaning from the whole Gestalt.

The first point mentioned above is the emphasis on the dichotomy of sciences emphasizing
on the speciality of socio-cultural sciences and opposing a simple application of methods
of natural science to social facts.

The second point is the grasp of meaning as unconscious expression of human action
opposing the way of rationalistic grasp of meaning represented in Max Weber's gemeinte
Sinze. By the third point is meant the emphasis on the grasp of meaning from the whole
opposing the causal analysis of motives in individuals.

In the background of such bemphasis of Ausdrucksverstehien in Mackenroth's theory
there seems to be the dichotomy in Dilthey’s theory, understanding sociology of Max Weber,
psvchological theory of Klages and Sozia/stil theories.

The writer reviewced the relations of Mackenvoth's theory of Ausdiucksverstehen to

those theories.
(To be continued)
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