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Gerhard Mackenroth’s Populatlon Theory (2)
Yuichi MINAKAWA

(Continued from No. 85)

The fourth chapter deals with Mackenroth’s way of thinking about the relationship
between population movement and economic development.

In the same manner in which Mackenroth classified two historical Bevilkerungsweise,
he divided the Wirtschaftsweise also into two kinds, poor capital Wirlschaftsweise and
capital intensive one, which were regarded as two different cconomic stages. Then he
compared two modes of interrelation between population and economy which can be scen
in those two economic stages.

At the pure agricultural stage preceding the industrialization, there existed between
population and economy a tight Verzafimung of which core was the Hufe-system. Accom-
panying the gradual development of the capital intensive industrial economy, there were
formed various new Wachstumsringe of population where the cconomic possibility for
remarkable population growth were opened.

But this latter economic stage at which the old pattern of Verzahmenyg had already
vanished brought about a new crisis of overpopulation. Mackenroth handled this crisis as
problems of Engpass and Freisetzung accompanying the development of capital intensive
cconomy.  Such crisis of overpopulation, however, was limited to only a temporal and
regional phenomenon in the actual history of European world. According to Mackenroth,
this fact owes much to the nzeue Bevilkerungsweise. By the formation of the newe Bevi-
lkerungsweise, the extension of Nalrungsspielvawm was never filled up with the successive
population increase, because the newe Bevdlkerungsweise turned it to the levelling-up of
consumption.

(To be continued)
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