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Regional Distribution of Income and Population (1)

Minoru TACHI
Misako OYAMA

It has been thought that the most predominant motives of the internal migraiton are
economic ones. In this paper, it is assumed that migrants move from the regions where
the level of living is comparatively low to those where it is comparatively high. In other
words, it is assumed that one of the most important economic functions of the internal
migration is to level out the regional distinction in the level of living.

The authors try to prove this assumption here by the facts that they have found in
the postwar Japan from 1948 to 1957. They select the per capita real income of a region
as an index of the level of living of that region. Due to the limitation of the available
income data, they take prefecture as the unit area.

(1) The authors compute “the index number of population pressure” by region which
means the ratio of index number of population size of a region to that of real income,
and make some analyses. (2) Using the Lorenz' curve, the authors compare a) degree of
“ physical evenness of regional distribution of population” which means the reverse ef-
fect of the degree of deviation from the equality line of the curve of cumulative percentage
distribution of population in the horizontal axis of cumulative percentage distribution of
area with b) the degree of “economic evenness of population distribution” which means
the reverse effect of the degree of deviation from the equality line of the curve of
cumulative frequency distribution of population in the horizontal axis of cumulative
distribution of real income, They find that the “economic evenness’ is far more con-
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spicuous than the “physical evenness.” (3) They also compute the values for the “eco-
nomic evenness ” under the assumption that there has occured no migration, and compare
them with those of the actual “economic evenness 7, and measure the degree of the effect
of internal migration on the economic evenness of population distribution. (4) If the
economic function of internal migration is such one as mentioned above, the ideal distri-
bution of population at the ultimate state, must be one in which regional distribution in
real income per capita disappears entirely, and the actual regional distribution of population
must be always approaching to that ultimate or ideal state, the authors call this as “a
law of latency ”. They carry the computation for this hypothetical distribution of popula-
tion by region, and designate the difference between hypothetical population and actual
population as “the absolute potential of the population migration”, and its ratio to the
actual population as “the relative potential of the population migration”. (5) The Census’
Report of 1960 in Japan tells us that there has been occuring a very rapid population
redistribution in a large scale. The present authors analyse the interrelationship between
the distribution of the relative potential of migration and that of actual migration, and
find that the “law of latency ”” has been working.

So far as it concerns to these analyses, the authors find that the above mentioned

assumption on motive of the internal migration is true and valid,
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