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The Educational Development and Fertility in the Pre-war Japan
Hiroshi KAWABE

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the relationship between the fertility and the
educational development in the pre-1940 period.

(1) Comparing the timing of fertility decline with the changes of school attendance,
it is apparent that the time of fertility decline (between 1910 and 1920) coincides with
the period that the bracket of primary school ages with the rate of school attendance
being more than 95 percent reached at the child bearing ages (20 years and over).
This fact might suggest that the development of primary education contributes to evolve
the conciousness on the number of children of the mass people.

(2) If there is any influencial force originating from the educational attainment, the
fetrtility decline for the period of post-1920 depends on the progress of school attendance
to higher (secondary) education, since the rate of female population which completed
secondary education showed a rapid increase in the post-1920 period.

(3) By use of the technique of component of difference analysis, it was found that the
educational attainment displaced the powerful influencing force on the decline of
fertility at the early stage of the fertility decline.



