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Problems on the Current Population Policy of China

Keiko WAKABAYASHI

The obiect of this report is to follow up and introduce on population policy and
population study of China from 1949.

For the first time since 1959, China’s State Statietical Burean has issued national data
on population. As of the end of 1978, the total population, including Taiwan, was 975,
230,000. The population of mainland China grew from some 540 million in 1949 to 960
million in 1978.

In the early years after the city’s liberation in 1949, the birth rate used to be as
high as 40~50%, and natural population growth rate around 35%,. In 1979, birth rate was
12.3%,, mortality rate 6.1%, and natural population growth rate 6.2%, (1.7%, and 11.1%,
in urban and rural areas respectively). In the 1970s, the natural population growth rate
of the entire municipality has remain steadily around 5%. The population policy changed
again and again from the liberation in 1949.

In China, too rapid an increase in population infavorably affects their efforts to bring
about the four modernizations. Rapid increase in population is detrimental to the
improvement of the people’s standard of living, and so on. From the these analysis,
- China can see the preeminent significance of controlling population increase for the
promotion of the four modernizations.

A revised marrige law was submitted for approval at the third session of the Fifth
National People’s Congress, early in September 1980. In the revised draft, the lower
permissible age at marrige was raised from 20 to 22 years for men, and from 18 to 20
years for women. (These age stipulations could be modified in autonomous areas where
ethnic minority customs dictate lower ages.) The draft new law also reguired that all
couples practise family planning. Provisions for granting of divorce were broadened
slightly, and the right inheritance among parents and children was confirmed. The law of
family planning is under consideration.

The natural growth rate of the population decreased from 1.2% (1978 level) to 1.17%
in 1979, the target rate for 1981 development activities is 1%. Primier Hua Guo-feng
declared that China is aiming to limit its population to 1,200 million by the year 2000. A
crash drive is being launched nation-wide to couples limit themselves to a single child in
order to curb the growth rate:---- except in sparsely populated minority areas. By
encouraging couples to limit themselves to one child and taxing those who have more
than two, China seeks to reach zero population growth by the end of the century.



