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Living Arrangement of Aged People in Rural Areas:
A Comparison of Rural Areas in Northeastern and
Southwestern Districts

Hiroaki SwHiMizu

This paper aims mainly to shed light on different living arrangements of aged
people in rural areas in northeastern and southwestern districts based on the study,
“Investigation of Changes in Living Structure due to Aging of Population”, conducted
by Institute of Population Problems in 1979. Concurrently, it aims to provide material
for the study of family support for the aged in the aging society.

Following points were revealed as a result of analysis of the data obtained from
the investigation. :

A predominant form of living arrangement in northeastern district is that the
aged (live together] with children on the basis of (lateral family) ideology.

The aged in southwestern district, on the other hand, generally (live separately)
from children within one hour’s reach on the basis of (conjugal family) ideology.
However, this arrangement is subject to changes caused by population mobility, and the
aged are separated from their children by more than one hour. Living arrangement of
aged people in rural areas in Japan is not therefore centralized on one form but takes
multiple forms. ,

According to Prof. Kiyomi Morioka there is a close corresponding relation between
forms of living arrangement and stableness of family support for the aged.

Should such theory be found reasonable, it would then provide a firm ground in
the pursuit of problems concerning the family support for the aged in the rural areas
to clarify the regional character of the living arrangement and its historical development
that have heretofore been rather neglected.



