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Demographic Study on the Japanese Aging Society
Yoichi Oxazax1

1 According to the future population estimates by Institute of Population Problems,
the number of aged population in Japan will be increasing rapidly towards the end of
this century (Table 2). The increase of aged population is due to two causes, one is
that the size of birth cohort was increasing in the past and the other cause is that the
survival ratio is remarkably increasing. Towards the end of this century the number of
middle-age population (45-64) is also increasing by the same reasons as for aged popula-
tion (Table 5). On the other hand, the number of child and young populations will not
be increasing, even decreasing in the future by shrinking of the size of birth cohort,
even though survival ratios are rising (Tables 3 and 4). ‘

2 An outstanding feature of working populations in the future is that the number
of middle-age working populations is tremendously increasing and the number of the
younger parts is decreasing (Table 8). This is mainly caused by the changing age
structure of population itself. The Japanese employment structure must be amended
corresponding to such a drastic change of working population.

3 The conventional dependency ratios are calculated by the simple classification of
population, that is, child (0-14), productive (15-64), aged (65 and over). But considering
the social-activity ratios by sex and age (Table 10), more realistic dependency ratios will
be obtained (Table 11).

4 Several problems of the Japanese aging society are pointed out. For example,
Table 12 shows the estimated number of sicky aged persons, Table 13 the estimated
number of aged persons confined to bed, Table 14 the estimated number of one-person
households of aged persons and two-person households of aged persons and their spouses.



