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Demographic Analysis of Parent-child Co-residentiality in Postwar Japan
Kiyosi HIROSIMA

Author analyzed the prevalence of parent-child co-residence in postwar Japan, using an
analytic model devised by the author which describes the effects of demographic factors
upon the prevalence of the co-residence. First, the prevalence of co-residence immediately
after the marriage of children was examined. The rate of availability of parents for
children, ¢, was lower than 50% for cohorts married in 1955, 1960 and 1965. In other
words, more than 50% of couples married in this period who were affected by the high
fertility and the low mortality, were not able to co-reside with their parents. But the
rate of availability of parents has been raised and will reach 902 for the cohorts married
in 1995 and after. Actual co-residence rate at marriage, ¢ obtained through the seventh
National Fertility Survey in 1977, had been drastically lowered from 60.9% for 1950
marriage cohort to 25 9% for 1975 marriage cohort. The descent in this co-residence
rate, ¢ had been caused mainly by the demographic factors for cohorts married in 1960 and
before, and by socio-economic factors fepresented by realization rate of co-residence, c¢»
for cohorts married after 1960. The realization rate of co-residence, C, had been lowered to
the level that is assumed to be almost the lowest. So, postulating the rate, ¢, constant,
we can easily estimate that the co-residence rate, ¢ will gradually go up after 1980,
approaching to 40% in 1990.

Next, the rate of availability of children for old parents (65-69 years old), C, had
been gradually raised from 80% to 90%. The actual co-residence rate for old parents
with children, C were 77.2% in 1970 and 70.5% in 1975. This descent had been caused
by the wane in co-residence practice rather than the demographic factors. = Comparing
the two sets of rates of parent-child co-residence betw=zen at the time immediately after
the children’s marriage and at the time when parents were old, actual co-residence rates,
¢ and C were higher when parents were old than at the time of children’s marriage for
1965 marriage cohort. For cohorts married after 1965, the co-residence pattern has begun
to be transformed as more and more couples do not co-reside with parents at marriage
but co-reside with when parents become old. For after 1980, we can project the
co-residence rates when parents are old in two way; Case I: the co-residence rate for
parents, ¢ will not change, thus that for children, ¢ will go up until it reaches to that
for parents (70%) in 2000. Case III: the co-residence rate for children, ¢ will not change,
thus that for parents, C will go down until it reaches to that for children (36%).

The real results will be between these two extreme cases, influenced by the socio-
economic factors. If the forces to pull up and to pull down are equal (Case II), the
co-residence rate for parents (and for children), C, ¢ will be around 53% in 2000.



