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Attitudes toward Marriage among
the Unmarried Japanese Youth

Makoto Nouara AtoH and Hiroshi KojiMa

The Institute of Population Problems, Japanese Ministry of Health and Welfare,
conducted the Survey on the Attitudes toward Marriage among the Youth on June 1,
1982. The survey was done for the nationally representative sample of 5,807 unmarried
Japanese men and women aged 18 to 34 living in 325 census tracts which were drawn
by the systematic sampling procedure. The survey had a high response rate of 36%.
Its major findings are as follows:

(1) Marriage Intentions

There are only a few single people who intend to remain unmarried all their life
(2% for male and 4 % for female), but the percentage for women aged 30-34 is
somewhat high (24%). Unexpectedly, single women with college education and those
with a white-collar job are less likely than others to intend to be a celibate permanently.

(2) Marriage Types (Ren-ai vs Miai Marriages)

More than 50% of the respondents aged under 25 prefer to have a rew-ai marriage
(that of a couple met without formal introduction), but the proportion decreases with
age. The percentage of respondents who want to have a miei marriage (that of a
couple met through formal introduction) is always low (3-4%). Those who have ‘no
preference’ for marriage types increase with age and have the majority in the age
group 25-34.

Ren-ai marriage is less popular among the unmarried youth with the following
characteristics: junior high-school graduates, graduates of sex-segregated high-schools,
the jobless, blue-collar workers, rural residents and inhabitants of Chugoku-Shikoku and
Tohoku Districts.  The relative unpopularity of ren-ai marriage among these groups
seems to reflect the lack of chances among them to meet the youth of the opposite sex.

The actual behavior of recently married couples corresponds to the attitudes of
single people: the higher the age at marriage, the higher the percentage of miai
marriage.

(3) Friends of the Opposite Sex

40% of men and 30% of women do not have friends of the opposite sex, and the
percentage increases with age. It is relatively high among the following groups: junior
high-school graduates, graduates of sex-segregated high-schools, blue-collar workers,
rural residents, and those living with their parents.

(4) Circumstances of Encounter

Among the circumstances of encounter with friends of the opposite sex, the most
popular one is ‘school’ for respondents under 25 and ‘work place’ for those aged 25 and



above. The higher the level of educational attainment of respondents, the more likely
they are to meet friends of the opposite sex at ‘school’. Male white-collar workers are
more likely than blue-collar counterparts to meet thier girl friends at ‘work place’.

(5) Desired Age at Marriage and Desired Age Gap between Spouses

Among the respondents under the modal ages of marriage, the desired age at
marriage of men is distributed heavily between the ages 25-28 (65%) and that of
women, between the ages 23-25 (70%). Its mean is 26.9 for male and 24.1 for female
which is lower than the average age at marriage in recent years. It is somewhat high
among the following groups: college graduates, white-collar workers, urban residents,
and inhabitants of Kanto District.

The desired age difference between spouses is 3.3 years for male and 3.1 years for
female on the average. There are very few respondents who prefer the wife to be
older than the husband.

(6) Attitudes toward Postmarital Coresidence with Parents and Muko-Yoshi Marriage

24% of male respondents want to live with their own parents immediately after
marriage. The percentage is higher among the eldest sons than among younger sons
(30% vs 12%). Female respondents without brothers are more likely than others to
hope for the coresidence with their own parents but mostly some years after marriage.

Postmarital coresidence with one’s own parents is less popular among the male
respondents with the following characteristics: college graduates, white-collar workers,
urban residents, inhabitants of Hokkaido District, and those living apart from their
parents. .

Only 16% of female respondents refuse to live with their future husband’s parents
after marriage while 33% of them accept it.

Actual behavior of recently married couples corresponds to the attitudes of unmarried
youth: 29% of recently married couples live with the husband’s parents immediately
after their marriage and the percentage is higher when he is the eldest son than
otherwise (41% vs 15%); only 4% live with the wife’s parents and the proportion is
higher when she has no brothers than otherwise (8% vs 2%).

13% of single women want to have a muwuko-yoshi marriage (marriage through
which the husband is adopted by the wife’s parents) and the proportion is particularly
high among those without brothers. 12% of single men accept muko-yoshi marriage
and the percentage is higher among younger sons than among the eldest sons.



