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A Life-cycle Aspect of the Female Labor

Force Participation after Marriage

Eiko NAKANO

The female labor force population in Japan has increased remarkably in recent years
and the Japanese women’s labor force participation rate has been rising accordingly.

While such an increase in the female labor force participation rate has been going on
since 1975, this trend has been especially apparent in the age groups of 25-29, 35-39 and
40-44. Among the female labor force, it is the number of married women employees in
the 25-44 age bracket that has been increasing at a particularly fast pace. The majority
of those increasing number of female employees consists of married women who “mainly
keep house and secondarily work outside”.

In the case of married women employees, the family life stage and labor are closely
related to each other. If shown on a graph, the age-specified employee rate would form
an M-shaped curve. In recent years, an increasingly large number of wives with her
youngest child reaching the school age are participating in labor force.

In order to clarify the relationship between the family life stage and women'’s partici-
pation in labor force after marriage, we conducted in 1980 a survey in the urban and rural
regions selected purposively from the entire country. Here are some of our findings:

1. In the urban regions, women’s participation in labor force is strongly influenced by
family life stage and such influence is particularly remarkable on the wives of nuclear
families.

2. In the case of multi-generational families in rural regions, the wives’ participation in
labor force is almost unaffected by the family life stage.

3. In urban regions, the wives belonging to young marriage cohort are likely to participate
in the labor force earlier in their life stage than those belonging to older cohort.

4, The participation in labor force of wives in rural regions occurs when they are young,

regardless of which marriage cohort they belong to.



