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Living Arrangement of Aged People in Rural
Areas: A Report on Investigation Conducted on
Monou-cho, Miyagi Prefecture

Hiroaki SHimizu

This article is one of the series of researches on the living arrangement of aged
people in rural areas. (A Comparison of Rural Areas in Northeastern and Southwestern -
Districts (The Journal of Population Problems. No. 156), A Report on Investigation
Conducted on Yoneyama cho, Tomegun, Miyagi Prefecture (The Journal of Population
- Problems. No.159)) : : ‘

 The result of the investigation was reduced based on Prof. Kiyomi Morioka’s theory

on changes in family, and it is found that the data coincide with his theory developed
in mid-70’s; that the changes in family encountered currently are not so simpie as to
be summarized as the change from a stem family to conjugal family (Morioka: Approach
from Sociclogy, 1976), and that the “Ie” has not easily been dissolved but persisted
(Disruption of Ie and Family, Home and Household, Morioka, 1980). ,

Comparing the living arrangement in three towns in Miyagi Prefecture with that in
a town in Kagoshima Prefecture, the author found that rural areas in Miyagi Prefecture -
and Kagoshima Prefecture show different structures as shown in the table below: ‘

Regionalism in Living Arrangement

Type | Family Structure |Living Arrangement Attitude Distribution
I Stem family Live together for Intend to Yoneyama cho,
based on stem life (live together | live together | Shiwahime cho,
family system completely) throughout Monou Cho,
Miyagi Pref.
\% Conjugal family Live separately Intend to Oura cho,
based on conjugal | for life live separately| Kagoshima Pref.
family system for life




