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Behavior of Moving and Non-Moving

——With Special Reference to Migration Survey
in Sendai and Kumamoto——

Sumiko UcHINO

1. The spatial origin-destination patterns of migration and regional distribution of
population in Japan are now in a rapid transition. The rural-urban migration, which
once contributed to the genesis form seems large metropolitan areas, culminating in
of the Tokaido megalopolis on the Pacific Seaboard, seems to be approaching to an end.
2. The migration pattern has been diversified : in addition to a type of migration
toward metropolitan areas, an U-turn type of migration stream, a short-distance type of
flow like intra-prefectural migration, a type of migration toward expanding medium-sized
cities as attracting growth poles of population, and so on, have now become similarly
important and notable.

3. In view of the changing patterns of migration and of the increasing role of medium-
sized cities as magnetic centers, a field survey on migration in several cities, including
the medium-and small-sized cities, was conducted by the Institute of Population
Problems in 1981. It should be noted here that the survey covered not only reasons
why people moved, but also reasons why they did not move.

4. Some major findings are presented here briefly. (1) Approximately two-thirds were
migrants and one-thirds were non-migrants in both Sendai and Kumamoto. (2) In the
case of Sendai, the proportions of migrants according to the three types of place of
origin are roughly equally divided: the migrants from the prefectures of the three major
metropolitan regions centering respectively on Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya constitute 27% ;
those from the prefectures of the remaining regions other than the above-mentioned three
major metropolitan regions indicate 33%; and those from the cities, towns and villagess
other than Sendai within Miyagi Prefecture signify also 33%. On the contrary, in the
case of Kumamoto, the patterns are considerably different: the migrants from the pre-
fectures of the three major metropolitan regions account only for 15% ; those from the
prefectures of the remaining regions represent 30% ; and those from the ohter places
within Kumamoto Prefecture explain overwheiming 52%. (3) Major reasons of migra-
ting into Sendai were transfer (25%), marital-status change (16%), and employment
and job change (14%) in Sendai. But four major reasons, were employment and job
change (16%), transfer (16%), marital-status change (156%), and seeking better housing
(14%) in Kumamoto. (4) Major reasons of why not moving were seeking better
occupational (13%), easy life (11%), succeeding family business (7%), housing (7%)
in Sendai, but looking for better occupation (32%), easy life (16%), good human relation
(10%), and so on in Kumamoto. (5) The proportion ot people having intention of out-
migrating was 15.7% in Sendai, but 11% in Kumamoto. Four major reasons for moving
out were seeking better housing, occupation, environment and home-town in both cities.
(6) The analysis of the destination of people having intention to move gives a very
interesting result. In both cities, the desired destination was polalized into two extreme
directions, extremely urbanized metropolitan areas and to small home-towns.

5. Finally, it should be pointed out that the total migration volume started to decrease
rather surprisingly in 1974, after peaking in 1973. It dropped from 8. 54 million in 1973
‘to less than 7 million in 198l. The reasons for this drastic decrease and its implications
are important topics to be examined thoroughly by the students of migration in Japan.



