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Fertility Transition in Japanese‘..Rural Villages
Yoshikazu WATANABE

There are some debates on European fertility transition whether family limitation,
or in other words, parity-dependent birth control was practised or not prior to fertility
decline, i. e., whether European fertility transition were innovation or adjustment process.
It is not entirely clear whether parity dependent control was practised in rural villages
prior to Japanese fertility transition. This is a case study of fertility transition in two
rural villages, Tamayama-mura in Iwate prefecture and Aikawa-machi in Akita prefecture,
- both of which are located in 76koku, the north-eastern region of Japan. Major findings
are as follows:

We found that there had been little or no parity-dependent birth control in both
villages prior to fertility decline. Accordingly we can say the fertility decline in both
villages were innovation process as a whole. But in detail, we found some important
differences between the fertility transition of the two villages,

Concerning the speed of fertility decline, Zamayama-mura had relatively moderate
decline in contrast to Aikewa-machi which experienced very rapid decline in short period.

As for the dissemination of birth control in the process of fertility decline, in
Tamayama-mura, the level of fertility preference fell slowly and still remains high as
compared with that of Japanese average, and the methods of birth control, both induced
abortion and contraceptive methods, had very gradually diffused cohort by cohort.

In Aikawa-machi, the level of fertility preference quickly declined and the methods -
of birth control, induced abortion at earlier stage and contraceptive methods at later
stage, had diffused very fast from the earliest cohort to the successive cohort groups.



