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A Study of the Process of Forming Three-Generational
Households (2) : Analysis of the Survey
by Management and Coordination Agency

Hiroaki SHIMIZU

This paper aims to elucidate the process of formation of three-generation
households based on the result of a survey conducted by the Management and
Coordination Agency in January, 1985 and the problems influencing the
relationship of different generations which arise from the difference in formation
of process.

The households were divided into two types ; 65.9% “live together for life”
while 34.1% “come to live together in the course of life”. The latter type is
further classified into those with “the offsprings moving” (68.5%) and those
with “the parents moving” (19.0%). The difference in the type of process of
household formation affected the relation between the generations. Whereas
those living together for life and those with the offsprings moving maintain
comparatively smooth (good) relations between the different generations, the
aged parents are somewhat alienated from the younger generations when they
move in with their offsprings.
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