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Some Characteristics of Internal Migration Observed from the
Cohort-by-Cohort, Analysis

Hiroshi Kawage

By the analysis of the migration rates by age groups for the period between
1950 and 1980 obtained from the estimated net-migration, it was found thet all
cohorts at the age of 10-14 in 1950, 1955, 1960 and 1965 in the non-metropolitan
areas had never had an accumulated net-in-migration at the age of 35-39.

This fact means that, though all cohorts have a return migration after
reaching at the age of around 25, its number is not so big as to compensate
the numberof out-migration accumulated in the ages between 15-24, and that
they have never decentralized from metropolitan to non-metropolitan areas
in a sens of life-time migration, which may mean that the changes of migration
pattern shown by the migration statistics is only the illusio. It is also
found that the decrease of migration rate observed since the 1970s, which is
thought to show the stagnation of mobility in Japanese society. is partly due
to the decrease of migration potentials. The mobility is rather expanding in
the recent cohorts, since the accumulated out-migration rate seemed to exceed

the potential of life-time out-migration.

—1 5_



