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The Labor-supplying Activities of Married Women; As Seen from
the Level of their Educational Attainments——with a focus placed
on their marriage and childbearing periods

Eiko NaKaNoO

The labor force participation rate of Japanese women, since 1975 when it hit the
bottom, has kept on rising.  This upward trend of labor force participation rate of
women has been brought about by the increase in the employment of married women.

As the number of employed married women kept on increasing, attempts have been
repeated over the years to clarify the women’s labor-supplying activities. This paper
we are now presenting here represents one of such attempts. It is an attempt to find
out, from retrospective survey data, 7th National Fertility Survey (1977) held by The
Institute of Population Problems, Ministry Health and Welfare, how the labor force
participation of married women is determined by such factors as the women's educational
level and the family life stages.

Following are some of the main results of our studies:

1. The employment rate of Japanese wives forms the M-shaped curve; the rate is
high during the period from 0-4 years after marriage but it comes down during the
period between 5-9 years after marriage and rises again sharply 10 years after marriage
and onwards. There is a large difference in the employment rate between a wife with
a child and one without; in the former case, the employment rate is low during the
period from 0-9 years after marriage.

2. As to the emplovment rates of wives classified by their educational levels, it
has been noted that the higher the level of educational attainment, the higher the
employment rates. And the higher the level of educational attainment, the more distinct
the M-shaped curve. The reason is that, when wives with a high level of educational
attainment work outside their homes, the majority of them choose to be a fulltime
worker and few of them become a parttimer, with the result that they find it difficult
to keep on working during their child-bearing and child-rearing periods.

In contrast to the above, many of the wives whose levels of educational attainment
are not higher than those of a junior or a senior high school graduates choose a part-
time job during their child-bearing or child-rearing periods.

3. An overwhelmingly high percentage of the women who continue to work even
after their marriage are those with a high level of educational attainment. On the other
hand, the wives with a lower level of educational attainment tend to work off and on.

4. Of the wives who were full-time employees before their marriage, 37% continue
to be employed and 44% become non workers at the stage between the time of their
marriage to their first birth. The younger the wives, the more cases there are where
the number of those who keep on working has been increasing little by little. Moreover,
many of the women who continue to work as a full-time employee both before and
after their marriage are the wives with a high level of educational attainment.

5. In the case of the wives with a high level of educational attainment who kept
on being employed during the first stage in their married lives up to the birth of their
first child, 2/3 of them continued being employed even at the second stage in their
married lives, that is during the period from the first child to that of the second child.



