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Recent Trends of Internal Migration in Japan

and “Potential Life Time Out-Migrants”
Tatsuya ITOH

According to the surveys on the relationship between migration and family systems
in Japan, the probability of migration of a child regarded as a successor and his
/her spouse is different from non-successor children. we defined the “potential
life-time out-migrants” as the number of “children aged 10-14” minus twice the
number of “mothers (women aged 37.5-42.5)”. The overall migration rates by age
depend on the number of surviving siblings.

According to the migration statistics, the migration rates increased in the early
1960°'s and decreased since 1974 to the equivalent level of the 1950°s. This
changingpatternismainly dueto thetrends of migration flows from non-metropolitan
areas to metropolitan areas. However, short distance migration changed relatively
less in the obseved period. The age pattern of migration rates between 1970 and
1980 are almost the same, but the levels of inter-prefectural migration rates in the
15-29 age group have declined. Whileone half of the decline in age standardized
migration rates from 1970 to 1980 is due to the changing age composition of the
population,thechangein agecompositionhardly explaintheincreasing migrationrates
of the 1960 ’s.

We can say that the cohort groups who were born in 1925-50 have high potential
migration rates because they have a large number of siblings as a result of high
fertility and low mortatilty. They reached age 15-19 in the 1960's. The proportion
of “potential life time out-migrants” of the previous cohorts was relatively low
because they had a few siblings as a result of high fertility and high mortality.
The subsequent cohort that reached age 15-19 in the 1970’s and after has only
temporary or circulating migrants. In 1965, three metropolitan areas already did
not have “potential life time out-migrants”. Although, Japanese rural area had
massive “potential life time out-migants”, by the 1970's it had only a limited
number of “potential life time out-migrants.” We can easily explain not only the
trends in migration rates but also the changing pattern of migration flows by using
the “potential life-time out-migrants” idea.



