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Changes in Population and Household Structure
~in a Village, 1955-1985

Hiroaki Swimizu

The view that the family structure in Japan underwent a change from the “stem
family system” to the “conjugal family system” is prevailing. There is another
view, however, that these two family systems are distributed in different areas.

Relying on the latter view, this paper elucidates changes in the household com-
position since 1955 in relation with birth, death and movement based on investiga-
tions in a rural district in Yamagata prefecture where the “stem family system” is
believed to be prevailing.

According to the investigation, the “three-generation household” has been
dominant in this area during the past 30 years, and very few families shifted from
the “three-generation household” to the “nuclear family household”. Death of
parents was a main cause for the change from the “three-generation household” to
the “nuclear family household”, whereas marriage of a son (his wife’'s moving into
the family) was mainly attributable for the opposite change.

These results revealed that the basic household composition in a society where
the “stem family system” is predominant is, as a rule, the “three-generation house-
hold” even though it may temporarily shift to the “nuclear family household” at
some stages 1n life.
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