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Work Courses among the Japanese Married Women
in Parity Progression Process

Eiko Nakano

Three patterns of work career are extracted from the retrospective data in “The
Demographic Survey on Married Women’s Labor Force Participation”, conducted
by The Institute of Population Problems, Ministry Health and Welfare in 1984. The
two of them are found in the areas where the profile of the transition in the ratio of
employee over an aging process forms “M-shaped curve” (Morioka-shi, in the text
F1—1, Fujisawa-shi, F1—2). The other is found in the area where such profile does
not form “M-shaped curve” (Inami-machi, in the text F1—3).

The part of “M-shaped” pattern from the first peak to the bottom represents the
process in which many of married women shift from worker to non worker through
parity progression process. Thus we define work course by a combination of a
parity progression process and a shift in employment status in a parity progression
process.

This paper aims at cohort analysis of work course of married women in a parity
progression progress. Work courses of married women with two children are com-
pared in terms of three marriage cohort (1955-64 MC, 1965-74 MC, 1975-84 MC).

As a result, the following conclusions are obtained :

1. In the case of Morioka-shi, throughout a parity progression process there con-
stantly exist women of “continued employment type”. Those of “continued volun-
tary unemployment type” are decreasing, but women retiring at the stage of parity
1 are increasing instead.

2. In the case of Fujisawa-shi, there exist few women of “continued employment
type”, but those of “continued voluntary unemployment type” are steadily decreas-
ing. However the vast majority of women retire at the stage of parity 1.

In both of the above cases, the stage at which married women shift from worker
to non worker is changing from parity 0 to parity 1. This is reflected in the portion
of “M-shaped” profile “from the first peak to the bottom”.

3. In the case of Inami-mahi, women of “continued employment type” are obvi-
ously increasing. Therefore the “M-shaped” pattern is not observed in the profile
for Inami-machi.
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