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Age Patterns of Reproductive Life Stages
in Female Cohorts of the Japanese : 1900-1930

Yoshikazu WATANABE

The present study aims at analyzing the age patterns of reproductive life stages
among Japanese female cohorts.

The cohorts with which we dealt in this study are those women who were born in
1900, and those women who were born in 1930. We take the former as the last cohort
of pre-transition period in Japanese fertility trends. And we consider the latter for
the first cohort of post-declined period in Japanese fertility change. Namely, the
fertility of women who were born in 1900 was around 4.95 children per married
women. And for married women who were born in 1930, the fertility was 2. 19 child-
ren on the average.

Major results of this study are as follows ;

(1)  Among female cohort those who were born in 1900, tri-mean age of women at
marriage was 20.7 years, tri-mean age of mothers at birth of first child was 22.6
years, and that age of mothers at birth of last child was 37.3 years.

Since, among cohort of women who were born in 1930, tri-mean age at marriage
was 23.4 years, tri-mean age at birth of first child was 24.6 years, and that age at
birth of last child was 29.0 years.

The age at marriage in the former cohort was 2.7 years earlier than that in the
latter cohort. And the age at birth of last child in the former cohort was 8.7 years
later than that in the latter.

(2) When women have more children, the age at birth of last child have became old
in both cohorts, though the age levels are different by cohort.

When women have married earlier, the situation of age at birth of last child have
changed by the cohort. Early marriage did mean early stop of child bearing in the
latter cohort. However, in the former cohort, early marriage did not make sense of
early ending of child bearing.



