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Regional Development Planning and Migration :
The Fourth Comprehensive National Development Plan

Keilko WakaBAYASHI

In 1986, National Land Agency of Japan published the Development Plan for the
National Capital Region and outline of the Fourth Comprehensive National Develop-
ment Plan.

Ever since the First Comprehensive National Development Plan in 1962, basic ob-
jectives of the plan were well-balanced development of national land, adJustment of
regional disparities and dissolution of overcongestion and depopulation.

Japan experienced rapid urbanization in the period from the war reconstruction
of the 1940’s through the high economic growth of the 1950’s and 1960’s. Particu-
larly, during the high economic growth of the 1960’s, concentration of population
and industry was extremely notable in the three metropolitan regions centering
around Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya.

There are indications of increases in excess immigration to metropolitan regions
once again, but this is due to increases of immigration only to the Tokyo Metro-
politan Regions. No such indications are seen for the Nagoya and Osaka Metropoli-
tan Regions. .

Tokyo Metropolitan Regions is changing more and more, as a important interna-
tional centre of banking and information in the world, on the other hand, Osaka
areas is downning its sphere of influence. Particularly, from the 1980’s, concentra-
tion of population and nucleus functional institutions is extremely notable in the
Tokyo Metropolitan Regions.

The main objectives of this paper is to analyse Tokyo, New Industrial Cities and
other depopulated areas, through over-concentration population and the location
of industry.
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