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Japanese Female Life-courses by Marriage, Child-bearing
and Deaths : Cohort Born in 1890-1930.

Yoshikazu WATANABE

The present study aims at analyzing the trends of life-courses among Japanese
female cohort born in 1890 to 1930. The methods used here are originally
developped by P. Uhlenberg in his fruitful analysis on native born Massachussets
women".

The difinitions of female life-courses used in this study are for the most part same
as those in the analysis of Uhlenberg. Namely, a cohort in this stuay consists of six
life-courses. The first category is the abbreviated life-course composed of those
female who are dead before their 15th birthday. The second is the spinster life-
course defined as those women who survive at age 15 and are single throughout
their lifetime. The third is the barren life-course composed of those women who
marry but never become mothers. The fourth is the dying mother life-course which
composed of those women who marry and become mothers but die before they reach
the age 55 which their last child leaves home. The fifth is the widowed mother life-
course which consists of those women who marry, become mothers and survive at
age 55 but are widowed before that age. The last category is the typical life-course
which defined as those women who marry, bear their children and survive with their
husband until their last child leaves home®.

Major results of the analysis are as follows ;

(1) In the early cohort (born in 1890), the abbreviated life-course occupied first
rank as 37 percent, whereas the typical life-course accounts for 23 percent in the
same cohort. But in the later cohort (born in 1930), the situation changed, i.e. the

8) 1B, ANA¥OUIEH SHERKOVDLWE 54 744 7 ViRl B 2RIERESBROFHEICODVTOEESE
Fo oA ERE (FEAD¥OBY ] TADIRERE] 851708 (19845 4 H),pp.1-17.25H.
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proportion of the abbreviated has declined to 22 percent whereas the share oi the
typical life-course has increased to 52 percent. These caused by the decline of female
mortality in that period of Japan.
(2) For the same period, the proportion of the spinster life-course slightly inceased
from 5 to 7 percent, and the barren life-course decreased a bit from 7 to 5 percent.
Both of the above life-course in Japanese female are relatively minor proportion
compared with those of the American women in Uhlenberg’s study.

These Japanese-American differences caused by rather low ratio of single among
Japanese women and relatively low barren ratio in Japanese married women.
(3) The dying mother life-course amounts to 15 percent in the cohort of 1830, how-
ever in the 1930 cohort, the proportion declined to 4 percent for the reason of
declining mortality of Japanese female.
(4) The proportion of the widowed mother life-course amounts to 13 percent in the
early cohort and slightly decleased to 10 percent in the later cohort. The scanty
decline in this life-course originated by the rise of male mortality due to dying on
the battlefield at World War II.

1) P.Uhlenberg, “A Study of Cohort Life Cycles : Cohort of Native White Women, 1830-1920".,
Population Studies, Volume 22. Part3 (November 1969), pp.407-420. -

2) The diffrences in the difinition of life-courses between Uhlenberg's analysis and thisstudy are
seveal points as follow. The first of the alterations is the ages of female and thier husdand when
their last child leaves home. The female age and husband’s age at their last child's leaving are
55 and 57 in the American cohort, whereas the Jpanese cohort on this study, the ages are 55 and
59 as respectively. The second difference in the difinitions is relating to the abbreviated life-
course. The abbreviated life course in this Japanese study is defined as those female who have
been dead before thier 15th birthday, while in America, defined as those female who have been
dead before thier 20th birthday.

___.13.__



