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Regional Pattern of Marriage Squeeze in Japan
Tohru Suvzuki

R. Schoen’s index of the marriage squeeze S is calculated for each prefecture of
Japan. The results for 1980 and 1985 show that in almost every prefecture the
males are caught in the marriage squeeze, and that the squeeze has become more
tight in this five years. In north-east Japan the males are more disadvantaged in
marriage than south-west prefectures, and very tight squeezes are found in Kanto
block including Tokyo. '

The effect of population structure on beta, which is a life table function refers to
the proportion of the male that never marry and is anelement of S, is examined.
This is done with comparing the observed beta with beta derived from the purely
demographic harmonic mean model. The latter valueis theoretically expected one
under the postulation that only the population structure creates the regional varia-
tion of the marriage squeeze and there is no difference in marriage preferences
among prefectures. Pearson’s correlation coefficient between two indexes is .445
for1980, and 254 for 1985.

The effects of variables other than the population structure are also examined.
The result of the multiple regressicn analysis shows that both the population struc-
ture and socio-economic characteristics of marriage markets affect beta signifi-
cantly. The relatively high socio-economic status of the female and housing cost
heighten not only beta but also gamma, corresponding life table function of the
female. This may be the reason why the inverse relation between two sexes which
is anticipated with the demographic harmonic mean model cannot be found.



