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Socio-economic Differentials in Fertility Control Behavior
among the Japanese Married Couples

Makoto ATou

In an article in the No. 161 of this Journal, I derived from the analysis of the data
from the Japanese version of World Fertility Survey (JWFS) the conclusion that
the probability of having unwanted high order births was much lower in Japan
than in the United States partly because contraceptive efficacy was somewhat
higher in Japan and partly because induced abortion was used by noncontraceptive
terminators, but mainly because of the use of abortion as backup by contraceptors
to terminate unwanted pregnancies. Also, I found out that although most of the
Japanese married couples used the condom as the major contraceptive method,
their contraceptive efficacy increased very markedly when the contraceptive pur-
pose was termination rather than spacing.

In this article, I tried to reconfirm such findings and, in addition, examine the
socioeconomic differentials in fertility control behavior, with the data from the 9th
National Fertility Survey, held in 1987 by the Institute of Population Problems, which
had much larger sample size and included more detailed information on the preg-
nancy histories of the respondents than the JWFS. For each pregnancy interval,
the incidences of unwanted births, unwanted pregnancies and induced abortion
among contraceptos were measured for the whole sample as well as by various
socioeconomic status. Major findings from this analysis were as follows :

(1) For the whole sample, as the pregnancy order advances and the type of ferti-
lity control motivation shifts from spacing to termination, contraceptive efficacy in-
creases in spite of the use of the same contraceptive method and the use of induced
abortion as backup for contraceptive failures increases. For the decline in the un-
wanted birth rate among contraceptors, the effect of the increase in the use of abor-
tion is somewhat larger than the effect of the increase in contraceptive efficacy.
Thus, the conclusion from the analysis of the JWFS data was reconfirmed, by and
large, with the better and the latest data.

(2) Only small differentials were found in the unwanted birth rate among contra-
ceptors due to wife’s educational attainment, wife’'s employment status, or hus-
band’s occupation, but there were significant socioeconomic differences in fertility
control behavior for achieving the similarly low levels of unwanted fertility. That
is, while contraceptive efficacy is somewhat higher among married couples with the
higher socioeconomic status (such as higher educational attainment, non-working
wives, or husbands with white-collar jobs) than those with the lower socioeconomic
status (such as lower educational attainment, working wives, or husbands as
farmers or blue-collar workers), the level of the use of induced abortion as backup
for contraceptive failures is somewhat lower among the former than the latter.



