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“Regionality” Pérspe‘ctii?e in Population Study
—— Based on National Consumption Expenditure Surveys —

Sumiko Ucrino

This paper aims to examine regional characteristics of population in particular from the
standpoint of conumption behavior and point out the significance of “regionality” in
population study. Data is based on the National Consumption Expenditure Surveys conducted
by the Statistics Bureau,Management and Coordination Agency every five years beginning
from 1959 to 1984. They are very unique in the sense that number of samples is large enough
to make meaningful analysis by prefecture, more than 50,000 samples,and also they covers
25 year—period after world war 1II. '

It is often asserted that not only peoples way of life ,and value systeru but also
demographic behavior have been considerably uniform among regions.It implies that regional
disparity has been disappearing. My question is concerned with wehther . regional disaprity
or diversity is being replaced by convergence or uniformity or not. '

My paper is compsed of five sections.First deals with structure and change of consumption
life in terms of household real income, household consumption expenditure and per capita
consumption expenditure and food expenditure by prefecture and also by city groups by |
population size and rural. Second.is concerned with changes of food expenditure structure
by region. Third and four will discuss regional similarity index and vector analysis in order
to clarify regional differences. Five examines regional differences viewed from expenditure
percentage of major foods among the food expenditure as a whole.

Final section summarized the discussion and conclulions. It is conclused as follows.

1) The latter period when the 1974,1979 and 1984 surveys were conducted showed remarkable
reduction of reéional differences of dietary life,quite different from the former period,when
1959,19684 and 1969 surveys were made,and dietary life achieved comlderable mprovement maint
aing regional differences. : .

2) It is noteworthy that the last survey conducted in 1984 suggests a new emerging behavmr
in dietary life which is not likely similar among regions. :

3) Regional dlsparlty is not simple. It is composed of variety of elements,and showing
different trends. Structural change of reg1ona1 disparity- results in reductmn at t1me and
also expansion at other time. : :

4) Regional disparity as space factor influencing demographic variables may not
disappear,and continue to be more a less influential on population vamabl&s through changing
structure of “regionality”. :



