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Regional Differences of Householdv_Formatic:)n in Japan

Tat;suya Iron

The purpose of this paper is to evaluate indexes of household compositon and household
formation previously used, and to examine the availability of these indexes. Recently, many
indexes are used by family sociologists and demographers their own pomt of view and
available data at the time of research. : : :

First, we evaluated eleven indexes on household compos1t10n and f ormatwn But two
indexes could not use any more; because the related data from census were not available
due to change of census questionnaire. One index has been developed to several indexes,
and one is very difficult to ues because the related tables were not pubhshed lately Then
we can use seven indexes right now. : ‘ S

Second, we found the proportion of households of nuclear family household living. with
aged person 65 and over and aged person living alone among the household living with aged
person and aged person living alone is most stable and consistent index of regional difference

of household composition and formation among the seven indexes durmg the perxod of
19601985 in Japan. o ‘ T :

Third, these indexes indicated the southwestern part of Japan are the nuclear family
system as well as the metropolitan areas and the northeastern part of Japan are the stem
family system as well as the Japan sea side of western part of Japan. :
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