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Mafriage and Fertility in Present-Day Japan : MaJor Fmdmgs
of the Ninth Japanese National Fertility Survey: :

Makoto Aton, Eiko Nakano, Kenji Orant and Ryuichi Kangko &

The Institute of Population Problems, Ministry of Health and Welfare carried out
the Ninth Japanese National Fertility Survey on the 4 th of Juné in 1987. The unit
of observation was a currently married woman aged under 50 living with her hus-.
band and one stage cluster sampling method was applied. As a universe of sampled
clusters, census districts of the 1985 Population Census were.adopted.  From the
population of clusters, namely about 740 thousands census districts, 400 census
districts were systematically sampled, yielding 10,297 ‘currently married women
among whom 9,522 wives (92.5%) responded satisfactorily. Major findings are as
follows : '
(1) Age at first marriage , _

Wife’'s and husband’s age at first marriage have monotonously increased since
the mid-1960s. The mean age at first marriage of couples who married on a love-
match basis is younger than that of couples who had recourse to an arranged
marriage and the difference between them has enlarged in recent years

(2) Mate selection _ . , :
Those with high education tend to avoid marrying those with low education
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who, in turn, tend to chose'a spouse with low education.. Women are tempted to
marry a man more highly educated than themselves, while men are attracted by
women with the educatlon same as or lower than that of themselves :
(3) Love match and arranged marriage : .

These days the proportion.of love match is-about. 75 per cent of all marriages.
Forty per cent of wives who had an arranged marriage replied that they loved
their spouse when they marrled The higher.the age at first marrlage the larg'er
the probablhty to have recourse to an arranged marriage. ‘ . ;

(4) Time from encounter to marrlage

' The averdge time elapsed from encounter to marriage is 4.9 months for love
matches and is 23.6 months for arranged marriages.
(5)" Type of family immediately after marriage

The proportion of newly married couples who live with their parents had conti-
nuously decreased since the end of World War 1T until the 1960s, levelling off at
around 30 per cent thereafter. When a husband is the eldest son, works in pri-
mary industry or is a self-employee, this proportion tends to be high.

(6) Wife's employment after marriage

More than 40 per cent of wives are employed in the meantime between marriage
and the first pregnancy, while the proportion gets halved thereafter.
(T} Fertility

The number of children ever-born for couples with 15-19 year marriage dura-
tion is now under 2.2.. However, the proportion of childless and one-child families
is still very small, suggesting:the stability of two-child preference in Japanese
society.

(8) Birth timing -

Increasing number of women become pregnant before marriage. More than
90 per cent of wives have the first birth within' 5 years after marriage and 80 per
cent of those with the first blrth have the second blrth within 7 years after marri-
age. ' ‘

(9). Fertility preference ‘
Sixty per cent of young couples of these days intend to have two children,

whereas three-child families are intended by 30 per cent of young couples. There
are many couples considering three:children ideal Whlle 1ntendmg to have only two
children. ' :

(10 Contraception and abortion
Nearly 90 per cent of all couples have experienced contraception, while the most

popular method is still the condom. Twenty three per cent of all the respondents
have experienced induced abortion. The average number of their abortion is 1.5.
The higher the order of pregnancy, the larger the probability to abort when they
fail to stop their reproductive career, whereas that probability does not mcrease 50
much when the failed contraceptions are used to postpone the pregnancy
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