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Interregional Marriage in Japan
Tohru Suzuki

Patterns of interregional marriage in Japan is examined with prefectural basis,
utilizing the data set of latest three Japanese National Fertility Surveys. Because
of the difference in questionnair, “inter-prefectural” marriage is defined as the
marriage between persons born in different prefectures for the 7th survey (1977),
while a marriage is seen as inter-prefectural if the couple lived in different prefec-
tures before marriage for the 8th (1982) and 9th (1987) surveys.

Major findings are as follows.

(1) Marriage cohort cormparison reveals the expansion of marriage area in the
latter half of the 1950’s and 1960’s, the period of rapid economic growth in
Japan. For the cohorts married after 1970’s, however, the spacial range of
marriage is rather stable.

(2) Acccrding to the analysis using Yasuda's coefficient of openness, inter-
prefectural marriage is more distinguished in the three largest metropolitan
regions than others.

(3) The amount of marriages between the metropolitan region and its neighbors
significantly exceeds the level expected from the gravity model.

(4) In the pairs of prefectures that show asymmetric marriages, there are more
pairs in which husband’s prefecture is more urbanized than wife’s.

(5) The distance of birth place or living place before marriage is smaller when
the couple lived with parents at marriage.

(6) The distance of birth place is smaller when the marriage is of romantic love
type. This correlation reverses, however, if the distance is defined with prefec-
tures lived before marriage.

(7) The distance of birth place is smaller if wife was not in the labor force when
married.

(8) There is an interactional effect of couple’s living arrangements on the marri-
age distance. The most distant case is that wife lived with her parents before
marriage but husband not. Rural-urban distance of the lving place before
marriage also shows the similar interactional effect.

(9) Higher the educational levels of couple, more distant the prefectures born or
lived before marriage.
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