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“Blind Movement” of Chinese Population :
Background for the Recent Influx of Chinese Working Students and
Disguised Refugees into Japan

Keiko WaKABAYASHI

The year 1989 has marked the beginning of a new population problem, “blind
movement” in China. About fifty million people started to move and a part of
them started landing in Japan as disguised Vietnamese refugees. In addition to
the rapid increase of working students from China, the arrival of disguised refugees
has given us a surprise and a chance to consider the population pressure from
China with over 1.1 billion people as a problem of major concern related to foreign
worker problem:.

This article describes the trends of “blind movement” which is emerging as a new
population problem in China as well as a “push” factor for population movement
to Japan. Then, it reviews its socio-economic and demographic factors including
unemployment, inter-sectoral and inter-regional movements of population (espe-
cially, farmers), inconsistencies within the residence registration system, etc, which
have become salient under the open economic system.

The abolition of people’s communes has enabled surplus rural population to
move freely and a part of them to come to Japan as working students or disguised
refugees. The Chinese government cannot afford to accept these migrants as
registered residents of cities. It is becorning the most difficult challenge for the
government to deal with social problems arising from the unstable condition of
these migrants.



