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Coresidence with Parents and Marriage in Recent Japan
Kiyosi Hirosima

According to the National Fertility Survey of several turns, the percentage of
children coresiding with parents at marriage has hardly changed and continued to
be about 30 percent for more than two decades since 1960’s. We showed that this
apparent persistence 1s attributable to the multiplicative results of two facts : the
doubling increase in the availability of parents, caused by decline in the number of
siblings, and the halved preference to choose coresidence with parents.

About 20 percent of single women aged 18-34 are willing to coreside with their
spouse’s parents at marriage. This percentage is smaller by 3 to 10 percent than
that of single men willing to coreside with their own parents at marriage and is
also smaller by 10 percent than the actual percentage of marriages coresiding
with husband’s parents. These discrepancies are seemingly some of the factors
which hinder marriage in recent Japan.

We analyzed the relationship between marriage and coresidence with parents
at marriage, using the data of some 9000 married couples of the Ninth National
Fertility Survey conducted by the Institute of Population Problems. The mean
age at first marriage of husbands who creside with parents at marriage was
lower before 1980s but has changed since 1980s to be higher than that of husbands
who do not. The same trend in age at first marriage of wives also appeared
several years later. These changes mean that coresidence with parents has
changed to be less favorable from more favorable to marriage compared with
separate residence. The mean age at first marriage of husbands coresiding with
parents in a dwelling with 5 or more rooms used to be lower but has changed
since 1980s to be higher than that of husbands not coresiding with parents and
living in a dwelling with 1 to 4 rooms. The same trends has also appeared since
1985 for wives. This also means that the coresidence even in better housing has
become less favorable than separate residence. Eldest sons and “eldest daughters
without brothers” have come to get married more and more earlier than other
sons and daughters. The average age differences were 0.59 years and 0.70 years
for sons and daughters respectively in 1985-87. This seems to be contradictory to
the fact that eldest sons and eldest daughters without brothers more often
coreside with their own parents than other sons and daughters. The ages at
marriage of the eldest sons have been more lower than those of other sons
observed by their residence status, coresiding and not coresiding with parents,
respectively. The same is the case for those eldest daughters. The favorable
status of eldest sons or those eldest daughters, expressed by their earlier
marriages, may derive from potential resources including future housing estate
connected to the status of primary heirs of the family. Thus, we discovered that



the recent increases in the proportion of eldest sons and those eldest daughters in
marrying population did not¢ accelerate the delaying of marriage but did attenuate
the delaying, against our anticipation, by avoiding immediate coresidence with
parents at marriage.
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