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Attitudes toward Marriage among the Unmarried Japanese Women
——from Viewpoint of their Expected Lifecource Patterns——

Fiko Nakano

Although Japanese women are still strongly marriage-oriented in their aspira-
tions towards life, there is a dramatic increase in women remaining unmarried
well into their marriageable age. The aim of this paper is to study the perspect-
wes unmarried women hold towards marriage, and towards their lifecourse. This
paper will also attempt to determine how changing lifecourse perspectives among
unmarried women are influencing the trend towards later marrying ages.

I. Sample of 2,605 unmarried women aged 18 to 34 derives from the 9th National
Fertility Survey conducted by the Institute of Population Problems, Ministry of
Health and Welfare in 1987, carried out for the nationally representative sample.

2. Results
(1) Most unmarried women hope to be married and have children in the future.

Those who do not plan to marry, and those who do not plan to have any child-
ren after marriage, constitute only a very small minority. These findings
clearly show that when they look forwards towards their lifecourse, currently
unmarried women are strongly marriage-oriented.

(2) However, as they grow older, unmarried women begin to have doubts about
their marriage-oriented perspectives towards life. In the single women aged
20 to 29 and above, many respondents indicated that they still hope to be
married, but are beginning to think that they might remain unmarried.

(3) The attitude change indicated in the above finding, can be explained by a
sentiment that is being expressed by an increasing number of unmarried
women : that they hope to get married eventually, but they are putting off
marriage until they meet the ideal partner.

(4)  Although unmarried women fully recognize the merits of marriage, they
tend to base their attitudes more on very realistic and concrete appraisals of
the merits of single life. They list “freedom”, as the greatest reason for
staying single. Unmarried men now expect their future partners to go back
to work after marriage, knowing that this is what women want.

Unmarried women, in turn, know that they will probably be able to continue
working after marriage if they wanted to, but are deterred by the feeling that
marriage will deprive them of the "freedom” that they value so much in single
life.  Thus, while still planning to marry eventually, more women are putting
off marriage. In conclusion, the increase in the proportion of unmarried
women 1n the marriageable age, is not so much because they have chosen the
unmarried lifecourse in order to pursue their carcers, but rather, merely
because they are putting off marriage until later.
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