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Major Findings from the Opinion Survey
on Population Issues in Japan

Makoto Artoun, Takeharu Kaneko, Toru Suzuxr

Recently Japan has been experiencing such dramatic demographic changes as
the sharp decline in fertility and the steep rise in the proportion single among the
youth, decelerating population growth and accelerating population aging.

The Institute of Population Problems held, for the first time in June 1990, the
opinion survey on population issues in Japan, on the basis for the nationally
representative sample of persons aged 20 to 69. Major findings from this survey
are as Tollows.

First, there are very few single young people who reject marriage itself. Reason
for the recent rise in the proportion single would be sought not only in the
postponement of marriage due to the recent rise in college enrollment rate
especially among women and the enlargement of job opportunities for women, but
also in their growing critical attitude toward the traditional marriage and family
system (for instance, three-generation households and male-chauvinism) and the
large gender discrepancies of the ideal family image.

Second, there is a conspicuous gap between the number of children that people
want for themselves and that that society wants for population replacement.
While completed or intended number of children is 2.2 on average for married
couples in childbearing ages, the majority of them think three children as ideal for
Japanese families.

Third, whereas people think low fertility and its resulting population ageing
are undesirable, they think Japan is overpopulated and the prospect of declining
population in Japan is not so undesirable. Such contrast of their attitude toward
two future trends in population accelerated by recent fertility decline, namely
population aging and population deciine, seems to reflect both their insecure
feeling about their own future elderly life and their complaints about crowdedness
they face in daily life.

Fourth, those who regard declining fertility as undesirable think it natural that
the government should take action for encouraging fertility. Those who
regard the prospect of population decline or aging of population as undesirable
are also ready to accept pro-natalist policies rather than the massive introduction
of foreign labor force into Japan. As for concrete measures for encouraging
fertility, such economic or fiscal policies as the reduction of economic burden for
childrearing and housing policies favorable for newly-wed couples are desired.



