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A Study of Childbirth and Chid-rearing

from the Viewpoint of Family Functions
Eiko Nakano

Today in Japan, married couples have two children on the average, but the result
of Japanese National Fertility Survey has proved the fact that there are gaps
between the number of children they want to have and that of they intend to have.
However, the Survey has not clearly shown the reason why they do not plan to have
their third children which they really want to.

The purpose of this paper is to give some consideration on the problem of child-
birth and rearing-up from the viewpoint of family functions, which might reveal the
reason why Japanese couples do not plan to have children as many as they want.

Generally in Japan, working women retire from their jobs when they get married
or when they give birth to their first children, and get job again after they are
delivered of their second children. It has been recognized that this pattern has
now widely spread not only in the way of thinking but also in actual conditions
seen among married couples.

Quite a few housewives who have no jobs, being engaged in childbirth and rearing,
have strong desires to get jobs again after some intervals has been increasing and
will surely keep increaing year after year.

This phenomenon shows us the fact that Japanese married couples are giving the
highest priority to childbirth and rearing-up as one of the most important family
functions. And also it can be said that, since they value the tasks of rearing-up
more than anything else, they choose the course for wives to get jobs again as soon
as possible after they are given their second children.

Many housewives choose the course to return to their jobs because the socializa-
tion of family functions are now being developed in their family lives. Socialization
of family functions is seen, for example, in the situations that parents must buy a
lot of functions from the market in order to provide them to their children whom
they must bring up. Thus, eventually, housewives cannot but get jobs again as
early as possible to earn money in order to cope with the trend of socialization of
family functions.

From the reasons described above, it seems to be very difficult for married
couples in Japan to have as many children as they want in present situations. Since
the socialization of family functions will advance more and more from now on, we
must review and reflect on the important roles which childbirth and rearing play
in the society, and take mesures to afford sufficient social supports for married
couples in this important tasks.



