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An Analysis of Life Course Patterns in Japan :
Effect of Mortality and Nuptiality Changes btween 1965 and 1985

Shigesato TAkAHASHI

The population distribution in the types of marital life course has many social
and demographic implications. In this study, we examined the impact on the
marital life course patterns associated with mortality and nuptiality changes.

It can be considered various types of life courses for the path of individual life on
the process of family formation, growth and dissolution. We have conceptualized
four typical life course patterns distinguishing the following life cycle types :

1. NM : peoples who are never married in their whole life.

2. MD : peoples who are married at least once, but they are died before their
spouse’s death.

3. MW : peoples who are also married at least once, but they are experienced
their spouse’s death in the later stage of marital life.

4. MYV : peoples who are married, but they are eventually divorced.

We have constructed the marital-state life table for the year of 1965 and 1985
based on Japanese data. By using the marital-state life table, we examined the
sensitivity of the mortality and nuptiality changes on life course patterns. A few
remarks will be made from decompositional calculations :

(1) Increase of life expectations between 1965 and 1985 contributed to the centrali-
zation of population into the MW type in female and MD type in male in the life
course patterns.

() In contrast, increase of the first marriage age for male and female between
1965 and 1985 brought about the dispersion of life course patterns.

(3) Specially in male, it was observed that the proportion of population in NM type
of life course increased from 9.3 percent in 1965 to 18.0 percent in 1985.

(4) The nuptiality effect, involving upward trends in the mean age at first marriage
and divorce rate, is larger than the mortality effect on the life course patterns.
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