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FOREWORD

New tendencies have been appearing in labor market ‘wader
the'high economic development in Japan Now, the labor
condition is changing from the excess condition of labor to
the deficient one Young laborers treated as the "precious
juwel" are decreasing and the potential female laborers.are
apbearing before foot—light, The quantity of female labor
is almost equal to that of male labor, however, they are
mobilized for only making up the deficiency of the male
labor and employed with the lower 66ndition of working
without accepting the proper value of the female labor, It
is estimated that the woman working population is, never—
theless, increasing and it is urgent problem to analyse its
actual condition, ‘ B

In the woman's life cycle, the working period before marri-
age“isigenerally short, Therefore, the problem of female

labor 'should be analyzed in close connection with the
problems of marriage, childbirth and childcare, The absolute

poverty 'in Japan has diminished along with the economic
n@evclopmcnt after the Second World War, but the conscious—
"Tness of relative poverty permeates in the public, in spite
of the fact that most of them tend to belijeve themselves to
come up the middle class with the elevation of the standard
of.iiving
From the point mentioned above, the problem of woman labor
should be continuously investiggted -Particularly, concerning
‘aspects of the advance and increase of the woman labor and
also its quality and quantity, In view of the circumstances
was described above, this materijal has been prepared to out-
line the recent movement of woman labor in Japan, especially,
of married woman labor, and to present selected statistical
tables on woman labor, for the purpose of being utilized as
a-fundamental data book for future researches®in this field
This issue has been prepared by Mrs, Eiko Nakano of the
Manpower Research Sectjon, Division of Manpower Research of
the Institute,
October 1, 1949 Minoru Tachi
Director
Institute of population problems
Ministry of Health and Welfare
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