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SocialIsolationofElementaryandJuniorHighSchoolChildren:
AFocusonChildrenwithImmigrantBackgrounds

CHITOSEYoshimi,YAMAMOTONaokoandZHOUYanfei

Thisstudyanalysesthedataoffifth-gradeelementaryandsecond-gradejuniorhighschool

studentsinninemunicipalitiesintheTokyometropolitanarea(2016-2019)toexaminewhether

childrenwithimmigrantbackgroundsfaceahigherriskofsocialisolationthannativeJapanese

children.Theanalysisusedaquestionaskingaboutthefrequencywithwhichchildrentalktoothers

abouttheirproblems,worries,happyexperiences,andsadfeelings,anddefinedsocialisolationas

asituationwherethefrequencyofsuchconversationwaslowwithallthepeoplelistedintheques-

tion.Theresultsofthelogisticregressionanalysisrevealedthatchildrenwithparentswhoareboth

foreignnationalsaremorelikelytobesociallyisolatedthanchildrenwithparentswhoareboth

Japanesenationals.Ontheotherhand,childrenwithonlyoneforeign-nationalparentwerenot

morelikelytobesociallyisolatedrelativetochildrenwhoseparentswerebothJapanesenationals.

Thestudyalsofoundthatconversationfrequencywithparentsislowforchildrenwithaforeign-

nationalmother,andthatconversationfrequencywithfriendsislowforchildrenwithforeign-

nationalparents,comparedtochildrenwithJapanese-nationalparents.
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