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EstimationofthePopulationwithForeignConnectionsinJapan

HAYASHIReiko

InJapan,"foreigners"areformallydefinedasindividualsholdingforeignnationality.

However,withtherisingnumberofforeigners,thepopulationwithforeignconnectionsisalsoin-

creasing.Thisincludes,forexample,thechildrenholdingaJapanesenationalitywithaJapanese

parentandaforeignparent,orthosewhohaveacquiredJapanesenationalitythroughnaturalization.

Usingthe"NationalSurveyonMigration",whichhasbeenconductedapproximatelyeveryfive

yearssince1976bytheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearch(IPSS),this

paperattemptstocategorizeandestimatethepopulationwithforeignconnections.

From1976to2023,theproportionoftheforeign-bornpopulationfirstdeclinedandthenrose.

ThistrendwasinitiallyheavilyinfluencedbyindividualsborninformerJapaneseoverseasterrito-

riesjustbeforetheendofWorldWarII.Ontheotherhand,inrecentyears,ithasbeendrivenby

theincreaseinforeignnationals.Inthisstudy,wedefinedthreecategoriesforthepopulationwith

foreignconnections:"populationwithforeignroots","populationlivinginmixednationalityhouse-

holds",and"populationwithexperiencelivingabroad".Basedonthesedefinitions,thesizeofeach

categorywascalculatedtobe1.76times,1.58times,and3.77timeslargerthanthesizeofforeign

nationals,respectively.Itisevidentthatadiversepopulationwithvariousforeignconnections

firmlyexistswithinJapanesesociety.
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