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AnExploratoryAnalysisofIntimatePartnershipsUsingDatafroma
NationwideRandom-SampleSurvey

KOYAMAYasuyo

Thisstudyusesmicrodatafromthe2021NationalSOGISurveytoquantitativelyexaminethe

diversificationofpartnerrelationshipsinJapan.Theanalysisfocusesonthreeaspects:(1)the

choicebetweenlegalmarriageanddefactomarriage,(2)self-identificationwithindefacto

partnerships,and(3)thegendercompositionofpartners.

Abinarylogisticregressionanalysisrevealedthatage,thepresenceofchildren,attitudes

towardseparatesurnamesformarriedcouples,andnormativebeliefsaboutmarriagesignificantly

influencedthechoiceofrelationshipform.Youngerindividuals,thosesupportingseparate

surnames,andthoserejectingthenormthat・cohabitingcouplesshouldmarry・weremorelikely

tochoosedefactomarriage.Inthemultinomiallogisticregressionmodel,agewasthestrongest

predictor:individualsaged40andoverweremorelikelytorefertotheirpartnersas・spouse/

husband/wife・or・partner,・whilethosewithpositiveattitudestoward・havingchildrenwithout

marriage・alsoshowedsimilartendencies.Furthermore,about1percentofrespondents(48

individuals)wereidentifiedasbeinginsame-sexpartnerships,andhalfofthemwereraising

children.

Thesefindingssuggestthatdiversepartnershipformsexistbeyondtheframeworkof

institutionalizedmarriage.WhilelegalmarriageinJapanremainsstronglytiedtochild-centered

familynorms,defactoandotherpartnershipsrepresentemergingformsofintimacythatemphasize

individualrecognitionandautonomy.
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