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ComparativeAnalysisofHouseholdDefinitionsandFutureHousehold
ProjectionMethodologiesinOECDCountries
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Sincethe1970s,advancedeconomieshaveexperiencedacceleratedpopulationaging,largely

duetodecliningfertilityrates.Incountriesexperiencingpopulationgrowthduetodemographic

transition,urbanconcentrationhasemergedasamajorissue,makinghousingpolicyandthe

reductionofincomedisparitiescriticalsocialchallenges.Conversely,incountriessuchas

contemporaryJapan・whereultra-lowfertilityisprogressingandtheagingrateexceeds20%・

housingdemandhasplateaued,andthesimultaneousadvancementofelderlywelfareand

countermeasuresagainstdecliningbirthrateshasbecomeamorepressingconcern.

Socialsecuritypolicies,includingthosetargetingelderlyandchildwelfare,areoftendirected

notatindividualsbutathouseholds.Therefore,accurateprojectionsoffuturehouseholdnumbers

areessentialforevidence-basedpolicyplanning.Althoughafewstudieshaveexploredprojection

methodologiesinspecificregions・primarilyWesterncountries・comprehensiveanalysesthat

includebothmethodologicalapproachesandprojectionoutcomesacrossawiderrangeofnations

arestilllacking.

In2021,manycountriesconductedpopulationcensusesduringperiodsofsocialisolationdue

totheCOVID-19pandemic.AmongOECDmemberstates,fivecountries,includingSpain,

implementedregister-basedcensuses,and19outof38countries・exactlyhalf・havetransitioned

toregister-basedcensusmethodologies.Furthermore,inJanuary2023,theEuropeanCommission

proposedaregulationrequiringEU memberstatestoreportcensusdataannuallyusing

administrativerecords.Thismarksasignificantshiftfromthetraditionalmodelofconducting

censussurveyseveryfiveortenyears.

Inresponsetothesesocietalchanges,thisstudyinvestigatesthedefinitionof・household・in

censusesandthestatusofhouseholdprojectionsacrossall38OECDcountries.Thefindingsreveal

thatwhiletheconceptof・residinginthesamedwelling・iscommonlyshared,otherdefinitional

elementsvary,including・sharingahouseholdbudget,・・meetingdailylivingneedstogether,・

・sharingmeals,・and・livingtogether.・Notably,countriesthatdefinehouseholdssolelybasedon

sharedresidencetendtohaveahigheradoptionrateofregister-basedcensuses.

Householdprojectionsareconductedin18countries,nearlyhalfoftheOECDmembership.

Amongthese,10countriesemploythepropensitymethod,while6usetheheadshipratemethod,

indicatingthatthepropensitymethodiscurrentlythedominantapproach.Additionally,countries

usingthepropensitymethodoftenprojectnotonlyhouseholdtypesbyfamilystructurebutalsoby

householdsize.Theseprojectionstypicallyinvolvemultiplescenario-basedpatterns,highlighting

cleardifferencesinoutputdependingonthemethodologyused.
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