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RegionalBirthProjectionsConsistentwiththe"2023RegionalProjections"

KOIKEShiro,SUGAKeita,andFUJIITakiko

Inthe2023RegionalPopulationProjectionsforJapan(hereafterreferredtoasthe"2023

RegionalProjections"),theprojectionsutilizethechild・womanratiotoprojecttheage0・4

population.Therefore,theprojectionsdonotdirectlyprovidebirthsbetweencensusyears.Inthis

paper,wepresentregionalbirthprojectionsthatareconsistentwiththeframeworkofthe2023

RegionalProjections.Weassumethattheratiobetweentheclosedpopulationaged0・4andthe

populationaged0・4remainsconstantthroughouttheprojectionhorizon,inwhichtheclosed

populationiscalculatedfromactualbirthsandthesurvivalratestoage0・4.Wederivethisratio

fromthevaluesobservedduringthereferenceperiodusedtosetthemigrationassumptionsforthe

2023RegionalProjections.

Ourprojectionsshowthat,expressedasanindexwithbirthsin2015・2020setat100,the

numberofbirthsin2045・2050rangesfrom87.2(Tokyo)to40.7(Aomori)acrossprefectures.At

themunicipallevel,887morethanhalfofthetotalhaveindicesbelow50,meaningthattheirbirths

in2045・2050declinetolessthanhalfofthe2015・2020level.Municipalitieswithparticularlylow

indicesarenoticeableintheTohokuregion,reflectingbothnetout-migrationofyoungercohorts

andlowfertilityrates.Weexpectthattheseprojectionswillserveasfundamentaldataforvarious

regionalpolicies,especiallythoserelatedtochild-rearingmeasures.
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