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AskingOlderAdultsaboutSexualOrientationandGenderIdentityin
SocialSurveys:FindingsfromCognitiveInterviews
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Inrecentyears,thegrowinginterestinsexualandgenderminoritieshasledtoanincreasein

methodologicalstudiesonhowtoaskaboutsexualorientationandgenderidentity(SOGI)insocial

surveys.However,limitedresearchhasfocusedonolderadults,whomaybelessfamiliarwith

SOGIconcepts.Inthisstudy,weconductedcognitiveinterviewswith18participantsaged60and

oldertoexaminehowolderadultsunderstandandrespondtoSOGIquestionsinsocialsurveys.We

foundthat,althougholderadultsoftendidnotfullyunderstandSOGIterminology,theywereless

likelytorespondincorrectlybecauseofthislackofunderstanding.Inaddition,asaphenomenon

uniquetoolderadults,wefoundthatsomecisgenderheterosexualrespondentswhonolonger

experiencesexualattractionmaychooseasexual,anidentitycategoryforthosewhodonot

experiencesexualattractiontoothers,astheirsexualorientationidentity.Overall,cognitive

interviewingwasshowntobeausefulmethodforimprovingquestionsinsocialsurveys.
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