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ChildhoodFamilyInstabilityinJapan:
ConstructionofFamilyHistoryDataforChildrenbyRetrospectiveSocial

SurveyandItsApplication

SAITOTomohiro,YODAShoheiandIWASAWAMiho

Theaimsofthisarticlearetwofold:(1)toconstructfamilyhistorydataforthechildrenof

surveyrespondentsusingaretrospectivesocialsurveythatgatheredinformationonmaritalhistory,

pregnancy,andchildbirthhistory,and(2)toestimatethecumulativeratesofparentalseparation,

divorce,andremarriage,therebyevaluatingthedegreeoffamilyinstabilityfromtheperspectiveof

children.Weobtainedthefollowingresults:First,evaluatingtherepresentativenessofchildcases

fromthecumulativedatasetsof"TheJapaneseNationalFertilitySurvey"(the14th・16throunds),

conductedin2010,2015,and2021respectively,indicatednosignificantselectionbiasinsample

characteristicsforchildrenbornwithinapproximately15yearspriortoeachsurveyyear(1995・

2021)comparedtovitalstatistics.Second,estimatesusingthiscohortdatarevealedthatfor

childrenbornafter2005,theratesofparentalseparationordivorce,basedonthemaritalhistories

offirst-marriagemothers,decreasedcomparedtoearlierbirthcohorts.Inconclusion,itwas

highlightedthatconstructingfamilyhistorydatafromretrospectivesocialsurveysservesasan

effectiveanalyticaltoolforestimatingchangesandthequantitativescaleoffamilylifeexperiences

childrenundergo.
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