
―384―

PopulationProjectionsUsingMaritalStatusMultistateLifeTables
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Maritalstatusisoneofthemostbasiccharacteristicsofapopulation,anditisanindispensable

factorforprojectingpopulationsbymaritalstatus.Thisstudyseekstoprojectpopulationsbysingle

ageandmaritalstatusforeachyearfrom2021to2070inJapan,basedontheprojectedmarital

statusmultistatelifetables,makingthem consistentwiththecountry'sofficialpopulation

projectionsin2023andtheofficialhouseholdprojectionsin2024,bothconductedbytheNational

InstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearch.

AccordingtothisprojectionofJapan'spopulationbymaritalstatus,theproportionof

never-marriedpersonsinoldageisestimatedtoincreaserapidly.In2070,theproportionnever

marriedinapopulationaged65andoverisprojectedtoreach23.9%formalesand18.0%for

females,andthecorrespondingproportionsareprojectedtoreach23.1%formalesand17.5%for

femalesamongthoseaged75andover.Theserapidincreasesoftheproportionnevermarriedin

oldagesuggestrapidincreasesinthefutureoftheelderlywithoutsupportandcarefromaspouse

andoffspring.Futurepoliciesforelderlysupportandcareneedtobeassessedcarefullybasedon

long-termprojectionsofchangesinbasicfeaturesoftheelderlypopulation.Whiledeclining

marriagesareusuallyconsideredaschallengesassociatedwithyoungmenandwomen,increasing

non-marriageamongtheelderlywillalsoposeseriouschallengestothesociety.
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