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MarriageBehaviorinPreindustrialNortheasternJapaneseVillages:
AnAnalysisUsingMaritalStatusMultistateLifeTables

TSUYANoriko,KUROSUSatomiandISHIIFutoshi

Thisstudyexamines,fromlifecourseperspective,marriagebehaviorofmenandwomen

livinginpreindustrialnortheasternJapanesevillages.Usingmicro-levelpaneldatadrawnfromthe

localpopulationregisterscalledninbetsu-aratame-chointwofarmingvillagescoveringthe154

yearsfrom1716to1870,weconstructmaritalstatusmultistatelifetables.Enumeratedannually

basedontheunitofhouseholdwithonlyasmallnumberofyearsmissing,thepopulationregisters

usedbythisstudynotonlyprovideinformationonbasicdemographiccharacteristicssuchassex,

age,andrelationshiptohouseholdhead,butalsofacilitateconstructionofdataonmaritalstatusand

demographiceventsincludingmarriageandmaritaldisruptionaswellasbirthanddeath.Inthis

paper,wefirstofferanoverviewoftopographyandpopulationtrendsofthetwostudyvillages,

followedbyexplanationsofthemainfeaturesoftheirpopulationregisters.Wenextdelineate

problemsfacedandingenuitydevisedinconstructingthemicro-levelpaneldataforourmultistate

lifetableanalysisofmarriagebehaviorofmenandwomeninthevillagesunderstudy.Wethen

explaininaconcisemannertheprocessesofestimatingtheprobabilitiesoftransitionsamong

maritalstatusesandtheprobabilitiesofdyingbymaritalstatus.Finally,wepresenttheresultsof

ourmultistatelifetableanalysesofmarriagebehaviorofmenandwomeninpreindustrial

northeasternJapanesevillagesanddiscusstheirimplicationsfromlifecourseperspective.
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