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MultistateLifeTablesonMaritalStatus:APeriodandCohortAnalysisof
theJapaneseLifeCoursefrom1980to2021andBirthCohortsfrom

1965to1985

BEPPUMotomi*,ISHIIFutoshi**,YODAShohei*,

IWASAWAMiho*andHORIGUCHIYu***

Thisstudyappliedmultistatelifetablemodelstoanalyzemarriage,divorce,remarriage,

spousalstatus,anddeathamongmenandwomenincontemporaryJapan.Themultistatelifetable

ofnuptialityhasamethodologicaladvantageasitincludesrecurrentandreversibledemographic

eventssuchasmarriageanddivorce.Multistatelifetablesonmaritalstatusforeachyearfrom1980

to2021show thattheaverageperiodsofnever-marriedanddivorcedperiodssignificantly

increased,whereastheaveragemarriageandwidowingperiodsshowedlittlechange.These

changesweredecomposedintovariationsinmortalityandtransitionrates,reflectingchangesin

marriageanddivorceratesbetween1980and2019.Thestudyfoundthatchangesintransitionrates

werelargeforboththeextensionoftheaveragenever-marriedperiodandthechangeintheaverage

marriageperiodforbothmenandwomen.Regardingchangesintheaveragewidowhoodperiod,

theeffectoftransitionratechangeswassignificantformen,whiletheeffectofmortalityrate

changeswassignificantforwomen.Furthermore,forthemultiphaselifetablebycohort,ourstudy

confirmedthattheaverageperiodofnever-marriedincreased,andtheaverageperiodofbeing

marrieddecreased.Additionally,upondecomposingthefactorsforindividualsbornin1965and

1985,itwasfoundthatchangesinmarriageanddivorcebycohortwereprimarilyduetochanges

intransitionrates.
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