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MaritalStatusMultistateLifeTables:BasicConceptsandMethods

ISHIIFutoshi

Thispaperdiscussesthebasicconceptsandthemethodsforestimatingmaritalstatus

multistatelifetablesusedbythefollowingpapersinthisspecialissue,aswellasthemeaningsof

thelifecourseindicatorsderivedfromthetables.Further,thepaperalsodiscussestheadvantages

ofusingtheaverageageatdeathderivedfromthemaritalstatusmultistatelifetables,while

pointingouttheproblemsassociatedwiththeindicesbasedonactualpopulations.

AlthoughtherehavebeenseveralstudiesonmaritalstatusmultistatelifetablesinJapan,the

comparativeanalysesofmarriagebehaviorofpopulationsencompassingdifferentlong-term

periodshaveneverbeendoneduemainlytodifficultiesassociatedwiththeconstructionsof

comparablemultistatelifetablesusingvastlydifferenttypesofempiricaldata.Inthispaperwe

explaininaconcisemannerthebasicconceptsofandthemethodsandprocedurescommonlyused

forconstructingmaritalstatusmultistatelifetablescoveringvastlydifferenttimeperiodsof

historical,contemporary,andfuturepopulations,togetherwiththeapplicabilityoflifecourse

indicatorsderivedfromthetables.

Thefollowingpapersinthisspecialissueshowtheutilityandeffectivenessoftheuseof

maritalstatusmultistatelifetablesdiscussedinthispaperforstudiesofmarriagebehavior.
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