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AnInternationalComparisonofFertilityDeclineand
PolicyResponsesinJapan,China,andSouthKorea

MORIIZUMIRie

Thisstudyisaninternationalcomparisonofthedevelopmentandcausesofdecliningfertility

andpolicyresponsesinJapan,China,andSouthKorea.Thesethreecountriesdifferinthetiming

ofwhenthetotalfertilityratereachedastateofpersistentlybelowthepopulationreplacement

level,thespeedofchangeinfertility-relatedindicators,andthetimingofwhengovernmentsbegan

toaddresspoliciesagainstdecliningfertility.However,theyallsharethefactthatthedeclining

birthrateisdueto"postponementofmarriageandchildbearing,"andthatthefactorsbehindthis

declineincludetheweakeningoftheeconomicbaseoftheyoungergeneration,difficultiesin

balancingworkandfamilyunderthepersistentgenderroledivisionoflabor,genderdifferencesin

theburdenofhouseworkandchildcare,changingviewsonmarriageandfamily,andfierce

educationalcompetition.Whileanumberofpolicieshavealreadybeenproposedandimplemented

inJapanandSouthKorea,effortsinChinaarestillintheirinfancy.Allthreecountrieshave

adoptedthedirectionofshiftingtoasocietyinwhichitiseasierto"workandraisechildren

together"asasolutiontothedecliningbirthrate,andthisrequireschangesinthesocialstructure

ineachcountry.Itisimportanttoshareinformationandconductresearchonthisdifficultpolicy

issueineachcountry.
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