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UnderstandingtheFemaleLife-courseChanges:GapbetweenDesiredand
AnticipatedLifeCoursesamongUnmarriedWomen

YODAShoheiandKIMURAYuki

Despitetheestablishedevidenceofchangesinwomen'slife-coursepatternsinpost-warJapan,

theirinterpretationremainsopentoquestion.Havethesechangesoccurredinaccordancewithor

againstindividualpreferences?Thispaperaimstoadvanceourunderstandingofwomen'slife

coursechangesbyfocusingonthegapsbetweenthelife-coursepatternspreferredandanticipated

byunmarriedwomenaged18-19.UsingdatafromtheNationalFertilitySurveys(n=3,999),we

foundthatthoseinfavoroflifelongsinglehood,DINKs(DoubleIncome,NoKids),orcontinued

workaftermarriageandchildbirthreportedabetterprospectofrealizingtheirpreferences.In

contrast,thoseinclinedtowardstemporaryandpermanentexitfromthelabormarketuponmarriage

andchildbirthreportedalowerlikelihoodoffollowingthroughontheirdesires.Furthermore,these

consistenciesandinconsistenciesbetweendesiredandanticipatedlife-coursepatternsamong

unmarriedwomenhavebeenrelativelystableoverthelastthreedecades.
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