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Emancipation,Deprivation,orWithdrawal?
ClassificationofJapaneseNeverMarriedSingles,1982-2021

IWASAWAMihoandYODAShohei

Thereisnodoubtfromstatisticalevidencethattherehasbeenariseinthepercentageof

never-marriedpeopleinJapanoverthepastseveraldecades.However,therearemixedviewson

theinterpretationofthisincrease.Inordertoreconsiderthesituationofthenever-marriedandhow

ithaschangedovertime,thispaperproposesfourtypesofbeingnever-marriedbasedonwhether

ornotnever-marriedmenandwomenaged25-34haveaneconomicbase(regularemployment/

self-employment),anintimacybase(havingaboy/girlfriend),andanintentiontogetmarried

reflectingtheirperceptionofthedesirabilityofmarriage.Weclassifiednevermarriedstatusesinto

fourgroups("precursor,""emancipation,""deprivation,"and"withdrawal"),andobservedchanges

intheircompositionoverthepast40years.

Theincreaseinnever-marriedpeoplesincethe1980sbeganwithanincreasein"precursor,"

whichischaracterizedbythepossessionoftwobasesandtheintentiontomarry(postponed

marriage),andsincethe1990stherehasbeenanincreasein"deprivation"duetoalackof

economicbase.Since2010,thelackofeconomicbasehaseasedsomewhat,buttherehasbeenan

increasein"deprivation"duetolackofintimacybase.Duringthesameperiod,thenumberof

"withdrawal,"thosewholackthetwobasesandhavenointentiontomarry,hasincreasedsharply,

contributingtotheincreaseinunmarriedpeoplearound2020.Then,throughouttheobservation

period,theshareof"emancipation"wasrare.

Theattitudestowardmarriageandhavingchildren,aswellasthecircumstancesthatprevent

marriage,differeddependingonthetypeofbeingnevermarried.Thissuggeststhatemployment

measures,housingsecurity,work-lifebalancepolicies,andsupportfornursingcaremayremove

someoftheobstaclestomarriage.However,sometypesofbeingnevermarriedaredifficultto

intervenedirectlythroughsocioeconomicpoliciesandmeasures,anditisnecessarytomodifythe

socialinstitutionontheassumptionthattoday'slevelofmarriagedeclinewillcontinuetosome

extentinthefuture.
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