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OlderAdults'HouseholdChanges:AnAnalysisofTheirAssociationwith
LocalCareServicesandResidentialRelocation

SHIMIZUMasato

Duetoadeclineinthenumberofadultchildrenperparentandtheintroductionofthe

"Long-TermCareInsuranceSystem"in2000,olderadultsinJapanarenowexperiencinga

situationinwhichdemographicandsocietalconditionssubstantiallydifferfromthoseinthepast.

Thispaperfocusesonthehouseholdchangesofolderadultswhoformerlylivedinone-personor

married-couple-onlyhouseholdsandexaminestheirassociationwiththelocalprovisionofcare

servicesandresidentialrelocationofolderadults.OuranalysisofdatafromtheNationalSurvey

on Household Changes(conducted in 2004・2019)and theSurvey ofInstitutionsand

EstablishmentsforLong-TermCare(2000・2018)revealedthefollowingpoints.First,olderwomen

aremorelikelytoswitchtheirfamilytypeto"otherhousehold"(ahouseholdthatmainlyinvolves

livingwithone'sadultchildren)whentheyliveinaprefecturewithalargerprovisionofhomecare

servicesintotal.Inthecaseofmen,thesamehouseholdtransitiontendstooccurinprefectures

withlargercapacitiesof"specialnursinghomes."Second,accordingtoacomparisonbetweenthe

1999・2009and2009・2019periods,theproportionoftheolderadultsundergoingatransitionto

"otherhousehold"whoalsorelocateddeclinedsignificantlyforolderwomenovertime,particularly

forthosewhoformerlylivedinone-personhouseholds.Thesefindingssuggestthatthe

geographicaldistributionofcertainlong-termcareservicesandtherelocationbehaviorofolder

womenhaveplayedaroleintherecentdeclineinparent・adultchildcoresidenceamongolder

adults.
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